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Grade 3.5

Flexible Instrumentation

PART 1: Flute / Violin/Oboe
Clarinet/ Trumpet
PART 2: Clarinet/ Trumpet
Alto Saxophone/Violin
PART 3: Alto Saxophone/Horn in F
Clarinet/ Violin/ Viola
PART 4: Tenor Saxophone /Euphonium
Trombone / Euphonium/Bassoon/Cello
PART 5: Bass Clarinet/ Euphonium

Trombone / Euphonium /Bassoon/ Cello
Tuba/Bass/Baritone Saxophone

PERCUSSION (2 players minimum but 4 or more is preferred)
e Timpani (this part is optional) (a suspended cymbal is also required for this player)
e Percussion 1: snare drum, low tom, tambourine, hi-hat, triangle, crash cymbal, ride cymbal
(this part also requires a splash cymbal to be placed on snare drum head)
e Percussion 2: shaker, rainstick, bass drum
e Mallets: xylophone, marimba (this part is optional) The marimba is prepared prior to the
performance in the following ways:
1.) a hard plastic mallet is placed between the bars of middle C and the adjacent D. The
shaft of the mallet hangs below the bars suspended by the ball tip. The mallet head
should bounce and make a neat echo effect when C or D are struck.
2.) a hard plastic mallet is placed between the bars of high D-flat and the adjacent E-flat
(third ledger line above treble staff). The shaft of the mallet hangs below the bars
suspended by the ball tip.. The mallet head should bounce and make a neat echo effect
when D-flat or E-flat are struck.
3.) A sheet of ordinary 8.5x11 inch paper is placed underneath the bars and atop the
resonator tubes centered under low D-flat (first played on beat 4 of measure 3). The
paper should give that pitch (and surrounding pitches) a nice white-noise sound.

Electronic audio track (digital file playable on any device)
Duration 5:30

Technical Note - electronic audio track

The electronic audio track is not optional. This work is intended to be as easy and
straight-forward as possible for the ensemble director. It can be performed without any
special equipment such as microphones, interfaces, mixing board, earbuds, or click
track. Simply download the electronic track onto a laptop or any device that will play
back audio and connect that device to speakers. The piece is as simple as hitting play at
the beginning the work and then following the tempo of the electronic track as cued in
measure 2.



The ideal setup for performance will have a stereo pair of speakers facing the audience
(placed on the right and left side of the lip of the stage), and monitor(s) onstage for the
conductor and ensemble. During performance, it will be helpful to have an assistant to
start the track (and also ride the faders at a mixing board, if available). The track must
be able to be heard by the audience at an equal dynamic level to the ensemble so that
they are heard as one mega-instrument.

PLEASE give all of the ensemble members their own personal copy of the track so that
they can get familiar with it and practice it individually. Distribution of the track in this
way is authorized with purchase of this work. The ensemble rehearsal room will need
to have the ability to play the electronic track on stereo speakers so that the conductor
(and ideally the ensemble members) can hear the electronics even during the loudest
sections (such as letter H). For convenience in rehearsal, the score has track timings
indicated so that the ensemble can begin at any rehearsal letter.

Program Note

This work is a five minute sonic meditation to invite unity and connectedness with the
earth and those around us. Created in collaboration with the students of LaFayette
Junior/Senior High School and their director Brittany Cole, Earth Resonance contains
sounds from nature as recorded by the students. The instrumental parts combine with
the recorded soundscape to form a calming, peaceful, minimalist groove in the style of
“chillstep”, a sub-genre of dubstep. This work is a reminder to slow down, take a deep
breath, and take a moment to listen to the earth and the people around you.

About the Composer

Benjamin Dean Taylor is a composer of contemporary art music. His
energetic, adventurous music provides a uniquely refreshing sonic
experience for performers and audiences alike. Trained as a trumpet
player and pianist, he performs with and writes music for a variety of
chamber ensembles, jazz combos and big bands, wind bands, orchestras,
choirs, and experimental ensembles. He received degrees in music
composition from Indiana University, Brigham Young University and
Bowling Green State University. Dr. Taylor's prizes and honors include
winner in the Frank Ticheli Composition Competition, a BMI Student
Composers Award, four Barlow Endowment Commissions, and an
ASCAP Young Jazz Composer Award. His music is frequently
performed in the United States and abroad. Dr. Taylor resides in
Bloomington, Indiana, with his wife and five sons.

BENJAMINTAYLORMUSIC.COM
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EARTH RESONANCE, Taylor pg. 22
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by rolling on cymbal with mallets and moving drum tuning pedal simultaneously.
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