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Instrumentation

10 Tenor Trombones
2 Bass Trombones

Duration

8:30

Program Note

I believe many things occur for our benefit that are simply beyond coincidence. The car that runs just
until you are able to purchase the next one; the out-of-the-blue phone call from an old friend just when
you really needed to talk to someone, the miraculous healing of a life-threatening illness; these are just
a few examples of events that seem beyond the realm of possibility. I assert that many events in our
daily lives occur not because of fate or chance; rather, there is purpose in these events, governed by a
grand designer, the Father of us all. As a musical composition, Beyond Coincidence reflects these
thoughts by interweaving moments of turmoil and unrest with moments of unity and serene peace.

Performance Notes

The following mutes are required for this piece:

Trombone 1 straight, harmon, cup
Trombone 2 straight, harmon, cup
Trombone 3 straight, harmon, cup
Trombone 4 (bass) straight, harmon
Trombone 5 straight, harmon
Trombone 6 straight, harmon
Trombone 7 straight, harmon
Trombone 8 straight, harmon
Trombone 9 (bass) straight, harmon
Trombone 10 straight, harmon
Trombone 11 straight

Trombone 12 straight

In order for mute changes to be silent (and they must be!) it is strongly recommended that each player
have a mute stand beside them. A music stand covered by a black cloth is ideal. As a last resort, mutes
may be placed on the floor, but please place a towel or other cloth on the floor to dampen any sound
as the mute is set on the floor. It is strongly recommended that all players rehearse with mute stands (or
dampening cloths on the floor) so that silent mute changes are practiced. The visual distraction of
mute changes should also be minimized as much as possible.

All notes with staccato marking are to be played as short as possible. Therefore, there is no difference in
the length of a staccato quarter note and a staccato sixteenth note. Rhythmic values have been written
for ease of reading.

All triads have been notated in the score to reflect their identity as such. Enharmonic adjustments have
made to occasional pitches in individual player's parts to facilitate ease of reading.

All grace notes are to be performed before the beat.



Diagram of Performance Setup
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*  Note that parts 4 and 9 are the bass trombone parts and the highest parts are in parts 1, 5 and 12. Solo
passages are also found in parts 1, 5 and 12. This score is not notated in the traditional high to low, top
to bottom. Rather, the parts are distributed so that the score reflects the placement of the players
onstage. The spacial placement of the parts into groups is crucial to a successful performance of this

work.

Notation Legend

(At the first appearance of each symbol in the score, a written reminder will be given.)

T

The X notehead means to blow air through your instrument without vibrating your lips.
No pitched sound should occur, just wind.

The square notehead means to articulate an air thunk. This is accomplished by briefly
blowing air and then immediately ramming your tongue forward in your mouth to
abruptly and completely stop the air stream. Place your slide in the position indicated (in
this case, 'G' = 4t position)

The parenthesis around a note mean to use an alternate slide position to play that pitch.
For example, the two notes on the left, the performer would play the first 'G' in regular 4
position, then play the second 'G' in 3rd position with the trigger. Do not try and make
the two notes sound exactly the same! They are supposed to sound a little different. The
purpose of this is to hear differences in timbre including microtonal differences that result
from having to move quickly back and forth.
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